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Although the ensuing Letters are both curious 
and interesting, their peculiar and local nature ren^ 
ders them best suited Jar private circulation 
among those penons who think there is no very great 
harm in being diverted svith such (antiquated) scandal 
as ajffbrded amusement to a person so truly respectable 
and virtuous as Mr Robert Wodrow, Minister of 
the Gospel at Eastwood, to whom {with the exception ^ 
u very few) they are all addressed. 



priijate Utttexsi, $cc^ 



1. THE REVEREND THOMAS CLERK TO 
PROFESSOR WODROW. 

Ardrossan, Jgust IS* 1^4.* 
Verie Reverend Sir, 

I HAVE presumed to give you the trouble of this Ijn, 
that I may have your thoughts anent a scandall Al- 
ien out in this congregation ; for as the sentiments 
of one of such learning and prudence as you are, 
cannot but preponderat with me ; so also they would 
give much light to others of the brethren of this 
Presbytery with whom I have spoken thereanent, 
who seems to be somewhat in the dark as yet anent 
the samen. The matter is this : there are two per- 
sons in this congregation who are seeking marriage ; 
the man is a widow, the woman is a single person 
who was never married* But there is the suspicion 
of the guilt of adulterie betwixt these two persons. 
The man's wife died in winter last bypast, about the 
middle of December. This woman, whom he now 

* This letter, and the qpinioo which fbDowB it, ue valiMUe, 
M throwing light upon a very curious point of Presbyterian 
church disdpUne. 
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neeks to marrie, was his aenrant in his wiPs. time, and 
was with him in the house when his wif died* and 
hath served him alwayes since as a servant, till he 
began to seek marriage of her, and then the scandall 
breaks out, that they were guiltie of uncleannes U^ 
gether in the man*8 wifs time ; which coming to mj 
ears, I stopped their marriage till I should consult 
others thereanent, and examine the bussines ; and 
having sent for the persons under the scandall, the 
man confest that his wif was jealous of him with 
that woman before she died ; but denied all guilt 
with her ; yet I pressing him to confess the truth, 
he hath eonfest that in his wif*8 time, he was 
in naked bed with her, and the woman also hath con« 
fessed the samen ; and this they both confest before 
our session, but denies that he knew her camallie in 
his wiTs time. But he confessed, as also the wo- 
man, that within a verie short time after his wiTs 
death, viz. ten dayes or thereabout, they wer both 
guilty of uncleaness, so that the woman is now bigg 
with child. Yea, there was such familiarities betwixt 
these persons in the time while the man's wif lived, 
(as it is now reported,) as if they hade been married. 
But whatever be of the realitie of that event, it is 
certain that the man's wif, lying sick on her death- 
becl, did complain of his stubborness to her, and that 
he also did change his bed^ not onlie from his wifs, 
but he came oat of that bouse where his wif lay. 



and made hb own bed befiire the woiniui*8 bedd be ii 
now seeking to marrie ; so that his bed head was up* 
on the woman's bed side. Now, I have related to 
you the scandal as it is ; and I would be informed if 
thej, (being guiltie of adulterie,) may be married ? 
ltd. If the guilt of the adulterie may impede the 
adulterer to be married to the adulteress, whether or 
not can these presumptions of adulterie confessed by 
the parties amount to that bight as that they may (be) 
judged guiltie, and so marriage be denied them ; or 
if they may be admitted to satisfie for the scandall 
of adulterie, as haveing a scandalous cariage, and to 
purge themselves by their oaths, and so gett the be* 
nefitt of marriage ? I have spoken with some breth- 
eren of this Presbytery, who are not clear to allow 
the adulterer to marie the adulteress; and the rear- 
sons they give is, because the rejecting of such mar- 
riages is a notable fence to the morall law ; for if 
such marriages were allowed, libidenous men should 
have a temptation to use some unlawful means of 
hastening the death of their wi& to reach their 
cursed designs : as also that of 2 Samuel ij and 27$ 
where it is thought by some, that not only David's 
adulterie and murther, but even also his taking 
Bathsheba to be his wif, displeased the Lord. But 
all these I submit urito your judgement, who, I 
doubt not, is well acquaint with the various senti- 
mentt of tboae that axe orthodox written anent thin 
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ease, and expects your answer tfaereanent with the 
bearer, which, as I hope, will be found to be for the 
glorie of God, and edification of his church, so also, 
in so doeing, you will oblige him, who is. 

Reverend Sir, 
Your humble servant to serve 

You in Jesus Christ, 

Thomas Clerk. 

Far Mr James Wodrxm, 
Professor qflHvinilie at Glasgow, these. 

II. OPINION BY PROFESSOR WODROW. 

Aug. 15. l694. Mr Thomas Clerk, minister of 
Ardrossan, desired my opinion anent the cases. 

1. Whether a man being a widow, may mary a 
woman with whom he fell into adulteiy during his 
former wife her life ? 

Answer. 1 know non but Popish writers that de- 
nies this in these, makeing it not only impediens con^ 
trahendas ntip^u»— *but damnans contractas, I re- 
member not any Protestant sysmatick divine who 
mentions it among the things that imped marriage. 
Poole, crit. on Sd Sam. ii. 27. propounds it, viz. 
McBchus possit ducere Mceckam, and cits Martyr: 
Willet, &c. speaking doubtingly about it; but re- 
solves thus, nihU de hac re defimt Scriptura neque 



hos inter impedimenta malrimonn pomt* liow, if 
ther be no divine prohibition about it^ it seems ra- 
tionall that he who wrongs a woman thus by adul* 
tery should repair her again by marrieing her when 
he is a free man^ even as its thought of him that 
does so in the case of fornication : divine approbation 
will preponderate when laid in the balance with all 
tbese reasons ab inoommodo mentioned in your let- 
ter. But considering this case in particulari ht/po» 
then that these parties ye write of are already so far 
and so miserably preengaged in their marriage that 
the. woman is ^avtda, and their guilt of adultery 
not evident^ and both importunate to have it consum« 
mat, it may seem a plain injury done to the wo« I 

man to hinder it. i 

9. Case^ Whether the presumptions of adultery 
confessed by them (see in Mr Clerk's letter) will 
amount to a probation of adultery : and if not» if 
we may purge them by their oath? Answer^ I 
humbly conceive^ (1.) that all these presumptions al- 
ready confest wDl not prove adultery^ but only a 
scandalous behaviour^ for which they are proportion- 
ably to be censured. (2.) I see not what their pur- 
gation by oath can doe against such presumptions, 
but encrease the offence. I remember not that I 
ever heard of an oath taken in such a case where 
both parties denyed the fact, but only where it was 
in favorem aUeruirius partis Icesw ac confitentis. (d.) 



10 



Tho' tbey shouM confesse adulteiy, if that hinder not 
the marriage^ it resolves also that it should not 
cause delay of their marriage till after they had 
given satisfaction, which, by the order of our church, 
is a long time, seeing, marriage is for preventing 
nncleannes, and so long a delay may occasion a new 
fklh This, with all submission to better judgement, 
especially of you that are acquant with the circum* 
stances, and can better apply the rule than I am 
capable to do at distance.* 

III. MR ROBERT MAXWELL TO THE 
REV.* ROBERT WODROW. 

Reverend Sir, 
I WOULD have written to yt)U about Mr Maxwell'sf 
death, had not my Lord write himself, and so I 
thought it needless to trouble you. He died on 
Thursday, att 7 att night, very calmly, without any 
great struggle. It's indeed a very sensible stroke both 
to the family and the advocats ; and his relict is ex- 
treamly afflicted for him. I pray God she may win 
over it. He was transported to the Tron Kirk on 

* These notes by Professor Wodrow are remarkable for 
their good sense, and do great credit to the reverend gentle- 
man*s judginent. 

f This seems to have been Lord Polton*s brother-in-law, who 
predeceased his father, Sir William Maxwell of Caldcrwood, 
Bart 
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Fridaj, att 6 att night, with flambeux and links, and 
an escutcheon putt up on that place, and waa buried 
yesterday, att 3 in the afternoon, being earned in 
a hers, with all his honors in due order, in the advo- 
cats* burriall place, in the Grayfriara. My Lord de* 
sired you might excuse him that he has not returned 
you an answer himself; but his present business 
would not allow it. He signified his desire of your 
coming east with Margaret Maxwell ; but since he 
is gone, he thinks you need not be att the trouble on 
that account ; but if you have any particular business 
of your own, you may do as you think fit. He de« 
sires you make use of one of his horses if it be so. 
I am sorry to hear your account of Mr Fleming ; I 
did not please him this long time;. I pray God he 
may recover. For news, there are none here worth 
your while ; only it's talked Lady Ann M'Kenzie, 
Tarbat's daughter, is with child to the Chancellour ;* 
and there was shortly a child exposed in the Grass- 
market, which people are pleased to report to be hers. 
She looks very ill on it. Ther was likewise, when 
we came first east, a child, supposed to be two months 
old, laid down in the Cowgate, which is said to be 
Miss Bettie Montgomerie's, a daughter of the Major- 
Generall's. You know Mr Ja. Laurie was scorned 
with her, and it's surmised the child belongs to him. 

* James Earl of Sesfleld in his own r^ht, and upon his fiu 
ther'a death Earl of Flnlater. 
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What truth is in this I know not ; but I have im« 
parted them to you, having full proof that you'l keep 
them secret ; and if Providence bring; any thing fur- 
ther to light about it, I shall, God willing, transmit 
it to you« I hope the last shall not be true; but« 
however, it looks like punishment for his folly of be« 
ing so fond of such a notorious strumpet. All here 
have their service to you. Give my duty to Mrs 
Pont I am in hast, for my Lord calls me. 

R. Maxwell. 
Edinr. Dec. 14. 1703. 

My ladie desiresT the favor of you that you would 
putt Mrs Pont in mind to answer her memorandums. 
Tell Jean Porterfield to send east the trunk Mrs Lil- 
lias left with her. She wonders she has not sent it ; 
she likewise told John Grahame about it, which 
makes us fear it may be lost. . 

JV. LORD POLLOK TO THE BEVEEEND 

R. WODROW. 

Edinburgh, 26tk May, 1708. 
Sir, 
I HAVE little to wry te, but that I was much satisfied 
to find the advocat not altogether so ill as I expect- 
ed, yet he is verie weak, and lyes constantly ; so that 
though he may be reprived for a whyle, be can 
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never recover^ he is so &r spent with age and 8ick« 
ness. Wee have noe newes^ only yesterday, our 
new Scotts Barons of the Exchequer satt and had 
their first Court, and qualified themselves befor two 
of the Lords of Session ; and the Earl of Seafield is 
Chief Barron therof, to the great dissatisfaction of Sir 
David Dalrymple, who, I think, is fair to be short« 
ly Lord Advocatt. The Englishmen are not yet 
come down. I mast recommend to you some tymes 
to see how all goes about Pollock, or any other of 
my afialrss, and give your best advyce to Andrew 
Sheiles. I am ever. 

Sir, 
Your afiectionat, loving, and 

Humble servant, 

A. Maxwexl.* 

V. MB. A. MAXWELL TO THE BEYEREND 

B. WODBOW. 

Sir, 
The occasion of my troubling you with a letter by 
post will no less afiect and surprise you than it has 
done me. Principal Stirling came in here upon 
Thursday's night last His servant tells us that he 
hears that Agnes Mure, who led my Lord's service 

* Lord Follok ; he was raised to the Bench 17th February 
1609) npon the demise of Lord Newbyth* 
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ait Martinmas last, and now stayes with her father 
Walter Mure» t)ne of the servants to the Cdledge of 
Glasgow, is with child to James Hill, with which my 
Lord being presently acquainted, desired me to wry te 
to you about it, and to tell you that he desires to 
enquire into it in what manner 3rou think best, and 
to see att her if she be with child, and to whom, 
that my Lord may see what to do with Jamie HiU. 
We are all somewhat uneasy till we hear further 
about it, and the sooner you enquire into it, and 
send us ane account of it, it will be the better. 
There is not one of all the servants here that did 
ever see or suspect any thing between them, only 
they tell me that for some time before she left the 
service, she complained of a pain in her stomach, 
which I fear has been something else. I am impa- 
tient till I hear the truth of the story, and am 
grieved att the heart that such things should fall 
out in this family. I could wish that Mrs Lillias 
would be more nice hereafter in her choice of women 
servants, and that we had fewer of them, for I think 
they are all something idle. We have now got a 
playhouse sett up here in the Tennis Court, to the 
great grief of all sober good people here ; and I am 
surprised to see such diversions as tend so much to 
corrupt men's manners patronized and countenanced 
by some of whom 1 expected better things. I shall 
give ane account of some of them att meeting. Mr 
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Webster, aiul several other ministers in town, have 
given a testimony against them ; and for soe doing, 
are mocked by a great many that you would scarce 
suspect : particuhirly Mr Webster is very much cry- 
ed out against for saying no more, but that whoever 
in his parish did attend these playes, should be re- 
fused tokens to the sacrament of the Supper, though, 
in the mean, I believe it is a practice that has been 
generally condemned in the church in all ages* 

Yours truly, 

Alex. Maxwell. 
Edin. Feb. 15. 1715. 

VI. THE REVEREND JOHN WILLIAMSON 
TO THE REVEREND R. WODROW. 

Reverend Dear Brother, 
I HAD yours eight days ago, but could never find 
leisure to send a return till now. I apprehend our 
letters may be neglected at the post-house, sometimes 
either at Edinburgh or Glasgow. I am glad to un- 
derstand Mr Anderson has finished an answer to 
Rind. I think he may adventure to publish propo- 
sails for printing it by subscription, with the ordinary 
encouragement of one to such as subscribe for six 
copies ; and, for my part, I see it soe needfull in my 
paroch, that I shall run the hazard of subscribing for 
twenty-four ; and if these four, which will in this 
way fall into them, go off my hand among my peo- 
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pie and acquaintance, I shall willingly adventure 
more ; and if some part of the price be needful per 
advance, I shall veiy willingly give it If this offer 
may be an encouragement to set the work agoing, I 
shall be very glad ; but it's all I can adventure on at 
first. I suppose I need not tell you at this time that 
Sir James Steuart is acquiesced in as Member of Par- 
liament for Edinburgh, without further debate* I 
am thinking to see my grandmother shortly, and 
shall take care to enquire all circumstances of that 
passage. 

I would be glad of some of your collections or ma- 
nuscripts as they are ; but cannot uige you, if the 
laws of friendly correspondence do it not. Only I 
shall promise you they should be kept close and safe. 
My great work, and many studies, has kept me fiom 
setting to diawe out that paper on the oath ; but I 
hope shortly to find time for it. I own I'm in your 
debt £at Fuller. The account of Stirling's death is 
▼ery surprising and remarkable. There's an exceU 
lent answer come forth to the Reflections on the 
Seasonable Warning, done by Mr W. -^-. M— — 
minister in L(ady Y(e8ter)'s K(irk,) Edinburgh. 

I heare nothing remarkable but what I apprehend 
you have heard of: such as, the lamentable murder 
of Doctor Rule, last week, by Craigmiller's Sd son ; 
and the melancholy providence of a jeweller's servant, 
who was under some dejection for some time, and did. 



17 



on Monday last^ immediately after Senaon, at Leith, 
run into the sea^ deliberately, and drown him8el£ 
You will have an account in the Gazet, both of the 
Magistrates of Edinburgh, and of the sixteen Peers. 
I can tell you a pleasant passage which I had from 
a gentleman who was in the Abbay Gloss about that 
time. That a certain fruit wife went about crying, 
who would buy *^ good pears, old pears, new pears, 
fresh pears, rotten pears, sixteen of themfor aplack." 
There were thirty-six present, and a great many 
proxeys. The squadrone, and such as joined them, 
were in town, but went not to the Abbey. Those 
who were there and all the proxeys Toted one way, 
which is a plain evidence of our further slavery to 
the English court We had a visit of a great many 
of the sixteen peers, some say all of 'em, this very 
iay in a great change house in our town. Thers a 
remarkable dryness still among Jac(obites) and Non- 
( jurors) here. The seasonable warning has done 
great good in thir bounds, and in this paroch. Let 
me have all your news. I am interupted just now 
by company, and obliged to treat off abruptly, and 
am, R(everend) D(ear) B(rother), 

Yours as you know** 
Mus. 18ih Oct. 1715. 

* No ngnatare, bat matten by the Bev. J. Wi]Iiamsoii» mini- 
ster of Inyeresk and Miuselbargh, a aon of the celebrated Da?id 
WtUian^on. 

c 
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ny M« th6mas harlaw to the rev. 

JOHN WARDEN. 

Alloa, Jan. 14. I7I8. 
Reverend Sir^ 

t mind some time ago, I had the ocasion to con- 
vers with you anent sume thing fell out in that 
'house ' in St Andrews^ where Bishop Ross* lodged^ 
"whidh is as fblloweth :— 

Andrew, Beirage/ my wife's hrother, principell 
servant at that time to the Bishops a young man 
who was verie apt to ^ crush anie surmise of aperi- 
'tion^ hefor that time. Andrew Berrage told me 
'and his sister^ that there is a chamher in that lodg* 
ing possest then h^ the Bishops that neither family 
nor stranger lay in that roome hy reason of ane ould 
suspitioh of aperitions that frequented that rowme* 
ItfelVout there comes so many strangers one day, 
that all the other rowms was taken up with the 
strangers except that suspected rowme. My brother 
in law, indevoring to banish such a Himera as he 
cald it out of the family, prevails with the pedge, a 
youtig laad; that both should ly together in that 
rowme, and accordingly sett on a good fire in the 
chamber, the bed being neere to the midle of the 

• The last Archbishop of St Andrews. He had previously 
been Bishop o^ Argyle and Glasgow, flfe died ISth Jiine, 
1704. His son was the master of tbe Beatu' ooffte-house ill 
Edinburgh. 
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rowme. My brother in law Ijes down with his face 
touards the dore/ the pedge with his back to his, 
which obliged the one to loke to one end of the 
chamber, and the other to the other end of the cham- • 
ber» 

About the midle of the night ane aperitlon of the 
eoatchman at the entrie of the chamber where my 
brother^s fiice was pointing ; at the same time the 
postiline apears at the other end of the chamber : 
my brother and the pedge being both awake, the 
ooatchman advances towards my brother in the fore- 
side of the bed, my brother fals a scowlding of the 
coatohman, calling him drunken rascall, questioning 
him why he was not in bed ere this time ; the aperi- 
tion still advances towards him till it comes closs to 
the bed, and the other aperition in the back side of 
the bed advances towards the paige, the paige all the 
time smyling at my brother, taking, as he thought, 
an the time, the eoatchman for the posteiline that 
advanced touards him. My brother in law riseth 
on his elbow, and swears he would ding the devill 
out of the eoatchman, and thrusts at him with a 
full stroake, till he seeth to his uptaking his arme 
thorough the aperition, and his hand on the other 
side of him. I omited after the thrust at the aperi- 
tion, the coachman and postilion, each of them went 
back to each end • of the roum and disapeared like 
tunoak. Then he said instead of cursing he fell a 
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praying, then tutches the paige, asking if he was 
waiving, who answered, " Yess," '* saw you the 
coatchman" said hee, who answered '' I saw the pos- 
tilian/' 

After some conference betwixt them, they fand 
that their backs being towards other in the beds, 
and accordingly their faces looking to each end of 
the chamber,, declaired to each other what they saw 
as above. They instantly arose and sat at the fire 
till the morning, taking wan another ingaged not to 
devilge what they saw for frightning the rest of the 
servants. 

Houever the secret breaks out, and comes to Bishop 
Ross his ears, who industeruslie laboured to desuad 
his servants, and for proof thereof he would ly in 
that chamber alon. His servant sayes to him in a 
jocking manner. My Lord, alow me to be in the 
chamber below your Lordship. The fire is put on, 
candels placed on the table, and in a little time his 
Lordship goes to bed. My brother and paige sets 
up in the rowm below him ; about the midle of the 
night the Bishop comes down stairs with all sped 
possible, and thought it convenient to bring no thing 
with him but his shirt, bare footed, calling for his 
servants, but what he saw he would reveall it to non. 

Sir, this is the reall acount my wife and I had 
from her brother's mouth, and next to seeing it my» 
self I could coafirme it no better. 
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My dewtiful service to you> your wife, and family. 
Yoar ain, Thos. Hablaw.* 

To ike Rev. John Warden. 

VIIL MB W. WILSON TO THE REV. E. 

WODROW. 

January 2^.17 IS. 
Reverend Dear Sir, 

The presbytery put a libell into Mr English hands, 
consisting of the following articles: 1. Supine ne- 
gligence. 2. Drinking to excess in the house of 
Kilspindy in the year, &c and also in the house of 
Gasconhall in the year and moneth, &c. 3. Unjust 
dealing with his neighbours. 4. Frequent haunting 
of penny bridals, where he heard cursing and swear- 
ing, yet did not reprove it. Mr English, in his an- 
swers to the libell, denyed the first of these,—- owned 
hu haunting of penny bridals, but denyed his hearing 
cursing and swearing, and not reproving it. He led 
witnesses for exculpation, but none of them did ex- 
culpat him ; and then the presbytery adduced wit- 

* This letter was enclosed by Warden, and transmitted by 
him to Wodrow. The former writes Feb. 10. ^' I have now 
sent you enclosed the story I told you of, as to what was seen in 
Bishop Sharp* s lodgeing in Bishop Ross time. The story is 
written by Thomas Harlaw, brother in law to Andrew Bever- 
edge, who saw what is related, and was Bishop Rosses priBcipal 
senrant at that time." 
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nesses for pxobation : A great number of the people of 
tbe paruh were examined upon the first article, who 
ally except a very few depon'd> that Mr English came 
sometimes to their familys and took up their names 
for examination ; but never gave any exhortation 
in their familys, and never prayed in their familys 
except (said some) when he was sent for to see a 
nek person. Concerning the. head of visiting the 
eickf severalls deponed they hade sick in' their fw^ 
mily, some six weeks, some two moneths^ and; ujp^ 
wards, within half c^ mile, a quarter of mile, yea lesiGf, 
of the minister's house, prayed for in the church ; 
he at home and in health, yet he never came to visit 
them. Concerning drinking^ to excess in the houS9 
of Kilspindy, one of the witnesses deponied, tha^^at 
the time libelled, she gave out six or seven dozen of 
bottells of strong beer to five gentlemen^ o{ whom 
Mr English was one, who sat together in the house 
of Kilspindy from forenoon till late at night. 

Another witness deponed, that at the time libeled 
she came into the room where Mr English and two 
other gentlemen were, betwixt eleven and twelve at 
night, (the other two having gone off befor that 
time) and she saw them drinking b^er, and MrEng* 
lish taking his glass as it went round, and after twelve 
when Mr English rose to goe home, she saw him 
staggering in the room. A 3d witness depon'd that, 
at the time libelled, he lighted Mr English down the 
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ftain^ and saw him fall at the 8taiz£x)t# Conoerning 
his drioking in Gasconhall^ on^ witness depon'd, that 
at the time libelled he saw Mr, English and two 
other gentlemen drinking there^ iind that he saw 
Mr English Tomit but did not know if he was drunL 
Another deponed, that at the tim^ libelled^ he carried 
luneteen bottles of strong ale to three gentlemen^ of I 
whom Mr English was one. He saw them drink-v 
ing, and he saw Mr English vomit. 

The third article not proven at all; as to the 
fourth, there were two concurring witnesses deponed, 
that the^ heard cursing and swearing in Mr English's 
presence at a penny bridall, wher Mr English was, 
yet not reproved by Mr English : One of them, a 
very honest man, deponed the cursing was so gzeat 
that he was forced to leave the company. 

Yours, &c 

W. W> 



IX. ME W. WILSON TO THE REV. ^^ 
BOB. WODEOW. 



PeHh, February 26. 1718. 
Reverend Dear Sir, 
1 WROTE a letter to you some time agoe, wherein I 
gave you an account of the presbytery's procedure in 

^ * Only an extract of this letter has %eeD printed, the- re^ 
mainder being very uainterastiDg. 
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Mr English's affiiir. Oar synod mett on the first 
Tuesday of this moneth ; but the meeting was not 
very frequent. They found that article of the libel 
anent supine negligence relevant and proven ; as also 
that anent frequenting of penny briddals^ and heaiv 
ing cursing and swearing at them^ and not re* 
prooving the same ; together with his haunting ta« 
vems at unseasonable hours, and scandalous defam- 
ing of the Presbytery of Perth and Laird of Kil- 
spindy. But the evidences as to drinking to excess, 
(the state of them I gave you before,) the s3mod 
judged they amounted to a strong presumption, but 
not to a full proof. 

After much time spent, they came to a sentence, 
and did unanimously depose Mr English from the of- 
fice of the ministry* He has appealed to the Commis- 
sion or the Assembly. He thinks to gett the affair 
brought before the Commission in March next, and 
expects the same good deeds from them that he ob- 
tained in August last. We are confident they have 
no power to meddle in the matter, yet they have taken 
as wide steps in their time. 

The Lords of Session have passed an interlocutor, 
ratifying and approving the sentence of our magis- 
trates against our rebel citizens. On the 26th last, 
the rebels gave in a reclaiming bill ; but we have not 
yet heard what has become of it ; but we aft noways 
apprehensive now about that affair. Your's, &c 
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X. MK A. ARCHEK TO THE REV. ROfi. 

WODROVV, 

HamUon, Feb. 9- 1719. 
I HAD a line from my brother David some days agoe, 
in which he tells me^ that January Slst, was 
brought before the presbytery^ a dilation of adulterie 
from Bervie. The person charged with it is the 
schoolmaster^ (but denies;) and incest from Fetter- 
esso» and the man^ upon acknowledgement^ went dis- 
tracted ; and murder from Laurence-Kirk^ committ- 
ed by three tinkers, (as he is informed,) on one of 
their own kidney, at a fair on a moor in the parish. 
He writes, he presently, on notice given him of it, 
gave the SherifiP notice, who made no haste ; so that it 
appears the murderers may escape. He is afflicted 

with its being in the parish.* 

* 

XI. REV. JOHN WILLIAMSON TO REV. 

ROB. WODROW. 

I DOUBT not but you have heard of the drowning: of 
William Edmonston, a great merchant with us, and 
who had much dealing in Glasgow, anent which 
there are many remarkable circumstances ; but these 
I think fitter for conversation than a letter. 

* This is merely an extract, the rest of the letter not oontain- 
logany thing cazioos. 



Thomas Hodge> a baxter in tbe Granmarket, who 
did last week murder his wife, who has the charac- 
ter of a good woman, is in closs prison, and since is 
either mad, or, as others suppose, feigns himself so 
for obvious ends. 
MuueL fiSih Dec. 171 9- 

XII. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

• •/ 

My Lord Pitmedden's books,* which are the largest 
catalogue that ever was exposed to sale in Scotland^ 
are now auctioning. *Tis thought Hodge, who was 
supposed to have murdered his wife» is like to gett off 
with seouiging and banishment, because^of some peo^ 
vocation. 

There have been severaU clandestine n^arriages here 
of late of considerable penons. Sueh as Mr Charles 
Erskine, Lord Buchan's brother,t young Auchin« 
brecL j: I'm exceedingly vexed with an unruly curat 
in my paroch, who is the most ^fiequently employed 
that way of any in Scotland. 

* ^ The books sold to ane unexpected adfantage, which is some 
small encouragement to us poor collectors.*' James Ander- 
son, Esq. to R. Wodrow, 30th Jan. 1720. 

i* She was a lady of the name of Soot, '^ whose lands lye In 
Fife ; and because he could not, by all fair methods he took, 
gain the consent of her friends, he has now married in an irre- 
gular way." Letter P. Maxwell to Wodipw, Jan. 20. 1720. 
f The lady*s name was Montgomerie. 
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The pamphlet by Mr Gabriel Wilson^ concerning 
the new mode of swearing, is in good reputation here. 
No doubt you have seen it, 

Edin. 15th January, 1720. 

XIII. THE SAME TO TilE Same; ' 

.... . ' ; 

Its certain my Lord's* thiid son has been dreadfully 
tormented, thrown up and down the roon^ candles 
put out, and endeavours made to get him away* 
There was a fast on this account; Mr Brisbane got 
one of the women to acknowledge ane image iof 4He 
child, which, on search, was fisuad in anodier wo* 
man's house, but they oould not know what kmd of 
matter it was made of. Two women who have oon«K 
fessed are since dead, and told the Devill would kill 
them for confessing. The matter is not ove^, many 
Are still delated bjr the child. . But s^me who have 
been of very intire fame being named, ita suspected 
it may be one of Saturn's stratagems to bring someLin^ 
nocent persons into suspicion among the guilty. 

Muss. Feb. 19- 1720. 

f, « - • 

• Toipbichsn. 
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XIV. MR JAMES DOUGAL TO KEV. ROBERT 

WODROW. 

The man that murdered hk wife* hath goten his sen- 
tence yesterday from the Lords^ and is to die upon 
the sixth day of the next moneth. He hath discovered 
many others that was involved with him in that sad 
action^ although that he did it. Yet they advised 
him to it^ and there is five or six of them ]aid up in 
close prison ; they are not tried yet. The Lords hath 
heen so favourahle to the murderer, that he is not to 
he dismembered, he having made such a free confes- 
sion to them ; hot ther is many that sayes that he hath 
not confessed all yet, for they say he cohabited with 
another woman than his wife. Mr M'Larine told 
that he was up with him, hot he thought he was very 
hardened ; what he will confess more we will hear, 
if so the Lord break in upon him. Ther is ten pirats 
that hath goten ther sentence to die within a short 
time ; then one of them the King hath set at liberty, 
because he is a young lad, hot all the rest is to die ; 
they seem to be more penitent by what I hear than 
the man that murdered his wife. 

Nov. 9. 1 720. 

* Kichol Muschet of Boghall. 
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XV. MB JAMES DOUGAL TO REV. ROBERT 

WODROW. 

Reverend Sir, 
I BECEivED yoars. I have litell to ad^ ther was four 
pireats hanged at Leith this day ; they wer very har- 
dened, and gave littel evidence of their repentance* 
They wer a melancholy sight, and ther is three to 
he hanged the next Wensday, and Nicoll Muschet is 
to die upon Friday, which is the 6th of the moneth* 
He is to die for murdering of his wife ; he appears to 
he more concerned than he was hefore ; and ther (is) 
ane woman that is brought from Leith that is to die 
the first Wensday of Febraary, for poting down a 
child ; and ther is another man that is laid in prison, 
that (is) thought to (have) murdered his own wife* 
Sad are the things that are falling out now, which 
are very humbling ; as for these that are involved in 
that gillt with Nicoll Muschet, they are not yet tray« 
ed before the Lords. Mr Matheson and Mr James 
Walker went to Leith with the pirrats. Mr Flint 
was to have gone» hot he was not well« as some 
thought ; — he is a brave man Mr Flint, he hath a 
great favour of heaven that man, and Mr M'Larine, 
and all of them good men ; as for what is in the neus 
I need not writ to you, because ye have them at every 
term. It is reported that the plague doth still rage 
abrod yet:; we have nothing for the time from the 
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Parliament. The minister's calls is going one, and 
Mr Crown was transported to Edinburgh the last 
presbytery day, and the rest of the calls are going 
one. They are saying that Mr Mitchell is to-be 
brought to the new kirk to Mr Matheson, hot it k 
not known yet ; he is a long-headed man that Mr Mit- 
chell- There is some that are frequently prayed for 
heir on the Lord's day, that are in trubell of mind ; 
but they do not name them hot after such a manner,— 
a man there is in such trubell or a woman, and sum 
that desires the congregatione to praise God with 
them for signajl deliverance that the Lord hath given 
them from great trubles that they have been in. Ther 
is sum of the Lord's people that are feared for melan<i 
choly days that lives heir, iniquity doth so abound^ 
and profanity ; and if ther wer not a godly remnant in 
this town, it would sink.* 

JEditL Jan,4i. 1721. 

XVL REV. WILLIAM M'KNEIGHT TO THE 
REV. ROBERT WARNER. 

Irvine, January 23. 1 721 . 
Reverend Sir, 

Mr Charles Boyl, Collector of the Customs here in 

January 1 720, took up house alone, with a servant 

* The end of the letter is torn right through ; the los^, how- 
ever, is oi little consequence, as, froto what remains, it is evident 
that it contained' tiollung of any importance. 
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wommi afaoufc 14 yean of age, who failii^ withchildi 
was sent off in October last^ but returned again about 
the beginning of this moncth, and has acknowledged 
judicially thai she was guilty of uneleanness fr&« 
quently with her master Mr Charles in her own bed, 
and has given many pregnant presumptions of his 
guilt with her ; and when we informed him thereof 
by speaking privately to him, he would give us no 
positive answer whether he was guilty or not, but 
desbed st delay as to the citing him untill the woman 
was brought to bed ; our session also appointed two of 
their number to deal with him to put away a second 
young woman he has got home to serve him, and to 
re^ffescnt to him how very offensive his keeping a 
'woman. alone ifkh Hm in bis house is to the congre- 
gation>' &€• These members have dealt with him and 
the woman to comply with the session's desire, but 
cannot prevail, he being obstinately resolved to keep 
her, and die as obstinately resolved to stay with him ; 
because, as they allege, there is neither a civil nor 
kik' ecclesiastick law, that prohibits them dwelling 
together in one house alone. I told him it was the 
universal custom of the judicature of this church to 
interdict two suspected persons dwelling together in 
one house alone, especially when any scandal broke 
out oh either of the persons, as the case here was ; 
and if he did not comply with the session's proposal, 
by this private dealing, we would be necessitated to 



sa 



take some other steps to oblige him to it. To which 
he replied^ that our sommonds behoved to bear its 
cause in write ; and if the cause was for dwellings 
alone with his present woman servant, he would ait 
all our citations, because there was no law, nor ec* 
clesiastical act, that declared his practice in keeping a 
woman alone with him censurable. I have been look- 
ing over the acts of our Assembly^ but can find none 
anent this circumstantiated case. I have advised with 
some of my brethren about it, but they do not remem- 
ber any particular act, only tell me it's the universal 
custom of thb church to interdict suspected persons 
dwelling together, which if they disobey, they are to 
be rebuked presbyterially, or publicly, with a renew- 
al of the interdiction ; and if they again disobey, are to 
be laid under the censure of the lesser excommuni- 
cation ; however, my brethren advised me, befor we 
proceeded any further, to consult the case with some 
reverend aged fathers, and I know none more ca- 
pable than yourself to acquaint me with the acts 
of Assembly^ and to give advice in this affair as to 
the legal steps and warrantable methods we ought 
to take for hindering this young gentleman for keep- 
ing his present servant, or any other young woman 
alone with him, least more wickedness be committed, 
and new scandals break out, with the fears of which 
we are all much impressed. Give my kind respects 
to Mr Wodrow, and communicate this letter to him 
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fiir ftdviat tll^ teBauttin tli^ valtitnde ttf gwrtwi. 
brt thtie ii tafaty, and W9 have nedd «» W weB 
boiUttd vilh tlus gentleman, wbo has been uileasie 
and ttbablcaome to us in the affair of Mr Kennedjv 
and is in combiiiatiaii with others, as would appearj, to 
tun down all exercise of church discipline in thfa 
place, which very much heightens the weightj havk 
den of this numerous people, and make my ^[lirits to 
sinh ; and therefore, as I very much need your sympai- 
thy and prayer, so I earnestly entreat both, and oblige 
me with your parental advice and directions in my 
straitfl^ by the first post, with your conveniency* 

I am, &?• 

(Addressed) to the Reverend Mr Patrick Warner, or, 
in his absence, to the Reverend Mr Robert Wod« 
row. Minister of the Gospell at Eastwood. 

XVII. JAMES MONTGOMERIE, ESQ. TO THE 
REVEREND R. WODROW, 

Reverend Sib, 
I RECEIVED yours, and have sent you by this bearec 
Cesnock's tryall ; as to what ye write anent my fa« 
ther, I think that may doe, when I have occanon to 
see you, and know that yeir of God yo are printing 
ane acooont off; that what I should trouUe joa with 
may be both as to time and matter in hand regohur* 

D 
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Be Inwiglit im I htve hdria indoied iome 171M 
that points at the historie of cmr dan,* anent whicli 
I will have severall questions to ask about Eastwood 
and Ponoon, which you may ha^e occasion to know* 
Also if as yett these lines of Belltrees upon my Xoid 
Lyle and Duchall be come to your hand, I would 
deme the feivour of a copie of them, which, with my 
kind service to your father, mother, and spouse, is 
all from> 

Reverend Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 
James MoNTGOMSRis.f 
Edinburgh, Feb. 4. 1721 • 
There appears great confusion above. 

XVIIL MR J. STIRLING TO REV. R. 

WODROW. 

Glasgow, May 11. 1 723. 
Saturday, one Robert Stewart, a married man, 
Burroughfield's coal grieue, was taken in the very 
act of adultery with one Barbara Grant, a married 
woman also^ who is wife to Baillie Craufurd's son ; 
it is said that they were together on Monday ; I 

* The MeiEonUci of Um Mootgomcriefy which has rqpeat« 
•Ay been printed* 

t la the lades he b nylsdt •• UM ef LsngibMrt Lstd 
V9W^ 
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hmx tSaitf am hoA Ifed tway to Itltrnd, ikher cm 
Tueidaj or Wednesday. Let honour take hold cm 
nt, and oar seal conaame us because the wiked pro* 
ipok him to anger most bitterly^ and draw iuiquity^ 
on ounelves as with a cartrope.* 

XIX. THE REV. MR J. ANDERSON TO THE 
REV. ROBERT WODROW. 

Aprit 10. niti. 
Betbbbd DiAR Brotrbr^ 

Iff your last you desire an account of particular in« 

stances of the surprising knowledge I observed in 

Mr Gordon, the dumb man, who has been sometimes 

in this countrey. I condescended upon a good 

many to instruct his acquaintance with sacred his. 

tory ; as to's knowledge of other things, particularly 

the tempers, exercises, and lives of people, I offer 

these to gratify your curiosity. In a gentleman's 

family in this parish, the lady missing some brandy, 

asked him who had taken it ; upon which he went to 

the kitchen, and brought up one of the servant maids, 

to whom, before her lady, he signed, that she had stolen 

the keys of the eellar, and taken it away ; this he 

did so particularlie and distinctly, that the servant 

was forced to own all: when I came to the fanUly,, 

* In tills, M in Mveral other instances, such parts of the-let* 
ten as were munteresting have been omitted. 
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he hmglit her heftie me, and «|^ rigsei allf t«A 
ebliged her to own it, and to give her parole thst abe 
would neyer be guilty of the like again* When I 
was rideing in cooipanj with the foresaid ladj to« 
gentlemen's house in the next parish, Mr Gordon 
being present, but a little behind us, I told the lady 
I would step forward to discourse with one of my 
elders and two men, who were alleged to know some 
presumptions of adulterie twixt two married persons, 
about which we designed to commence a processe 
in our session. I promised soon to overtake her- 
MHien Mr Gordon observed me to leave the lady, he. 
rode up to her, and signed what I was going about, 
apd that these two persons were undoubtedly guilty^ 
and that the ohild which the woman had born waa 
not hec husband's, but the other man's :* that the 
nan was enclined to confesse his guilt, but the wo« 
nan would nott all which he again signed to me be« 
five the lady, when I came up to them. That same 
day we bad occasion to see the man who was sua* 
pected of guilt ; aa soon as we came near him, he 
immediately pointed at him, and signed he was the 
person. Accordingly, some weeks after Mr Gordon 
left the countrey, the man own'd his guilt, but the 
^pman stifly denyed it» and fled thi^ countrey ; and 

* It woidd be somewhat einioos to know the kind of signs 
Mr Gofdoo mads om of to enliahtea tho lady on this iatereitlQg 
sohjacU 



hy the hint Uie taan gave of tM llrtt 6mt of hh 
guilt with the vonumj I fband ith^Uy presamaUft 
that indeed the child was his, when I oompazed thd 
time of the child's hirth therwith, which I thought thft 
more prohable that tho* the woman had been married 
kix years before, she neyer had a child, and that the 
man also told me that she had expressed her concern 
for the want of children, and upon that had tempted 
him to baseness with her till he consented to it. 

That same day, on our road, we met a waiter, to 
whom, in our presence, he siji^'d that he had ^^iven 
horns to his wife, (so he still expresseth adulterie,) 
that she was a i^ood woman, and ill treated by him: he 
oblio'ed him to give his promise that he would amend 
his life, and be a better husband. The waiter was 
So much stun'd, (having never seen one another be^ 
fore,) that he frankly gave his parole as to the guilt 
itself; it was that we knew^ for he had judicially 
confessed it, and undei^none censure for it some few 
years ago. When we came up to the gentleman 
where we clesigned to visit, he iign'd that her sister 
had burnt her hand l)y pulling her youngest child 
but of the fire, into which he had &llen the day be^ 
fore, which we found to be fact two days aftet. 
While WjB were In that family, a ganger coming in^ 
whom he had never seen before, lie signed beforb 
t)ie company present what was hii husiitesa; that hd 
had been « aouldiery and hew long he had been i 
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giiifsr in iio$ eoaatqr, and how long in Fife ; Ibat 
lie had ODoe been tutpended^ and again lepen'd, with 
aeveral other partiGuIan» -which aitoniahed the man* 
who owned all to be truth. 

To a young man who had been lome days in the 
ftmily, upon first sight, he signed, in our presence, 
that he had been five years abroad, and what was his 
bussinesse ; that he had much reason to fear God, 
and be thankful to him for the kindness in preserving 
him in extreme danger, particularly upon sea ; that 
he had been trysted with a storm, that had washen 
two of the sailors overboard, and that the rest of the 
crew narrowly escaped, which the young man owned 
as facts ; and when, with surprise, he was looking to 
Mr Gordon, one in the company told him that before 
they parted he would sign some of his tricks abroad ; 
to which the young man replied in jest, he would 
defy him. Mr Gordon immediately signed he had 
oh been unclean with the black women in the West 
Indie8,*-which he frankly confessed; and, taking the 
young man into a private room, he sign*d some other 
things to him ; and, upon his return, he told us he 
believed he was the strangest man in 4he world ; and, 
with a yery particular concern, added, he has sign*d 
tome other things to me, which I thought no creature 
«m earth knew but myself and has advised me in a 
particular affiur, wUch I'm firmly resolved to ok 
mxwt. 



gadgiBg oBo of ibe compni/ t» pkf with pim it 
iMidt and poiiitt» the pefsoi wooa gott all hat pini^ 
the chUd having no skill to hide them ; vpan which 
the lady, the mother of die child, told the person 
in jest she would win hack her child's pins; and 
Gordon drawing near, he still directed her how to 
lay when the other person washidiag, and she never 
fail'd to win till all wer gott back. This I suggest 
as being very minute and trifiiQc^. Of the same 
nature was his signing to a gentleman how many 
pieces of money, as to every particular species, he 
had in his pocket, crouns, half-cronns, shillings, six* 
pences, yea even te«ne single two pennies* When 
he gets money from ministers, he very oft signs, and 
even sometimes to themselves, when they give it out 
of their own pocket, and when out of the poor s box. 
The sane he has done with some magistrats of 
burghs. To a minister's family here he sign'd, when 
he came to's house, where he was, and sometimes 
what he was doing,, particularly at a certain hour, if 
he was shaving ; which, upon the minister's return, 
he own'd to be all true. 

These are a few hints of vast numbers that might 
be offered,' from which you'll ground for my strait 
about judging concerning the person, and the man« 
aer of his coming at that knowledge* about which X 



yoa may iafezm jroonfif vhiiit Urn portiaikriy •! 
dM mat Jkammhlfp &om ihm xDuristen hi AbeidcHN 
•him ; sqd I beg you nuy not ikil to send me warn 
wemntB of him, tnd thoughts aboat htm. I am» 

R. D. B. ^ar'i.t 

3Gt MR J. OTEWART TO THE REVfiRENB 
ROBERT WODROW. 

Rs!tvii]S!fn> Sir, 
I AM heartily sorry to beer by yours that your fndhh 
pontion still continnea. 1 pray God may restore yoa 
to your wonted health, and preserve you a kstinjf 
blessing to your firienda and chaigew 

* la ^18 letter, (Kot. 9. 17280 ^hich it not enrioot, 6«»» 
ZoD is tald to bo ** about 70 j^an of age ; yet he accmt to be a 
ftardy man, but much troubled with the sdatick and grayed 
His father was a Presbyterian minister somewhere io Aberdeen^ 
•hire, and dyed, as he signs, 38 years ago. He has been mar^ 
Tied, and is now a widower, having three children alive, viz. two 
•ons (one of whom he designs for the ministry,) and a daughter 
He is poor ; but is handsomely supplied by gentlemen and mi* 
aistert among whom he travels.** Some '^. think he has converse 
with a lamiliar spirit ; and it*s certain that dumb people bavf 
firc^uenUy been thdr toola**^ 

*t- Nq signature ; but in the Index, by Wodrow, the letter 
is entered, ** Mr J. Ahderwn, K. Aprile 10. with further ac* 
wants of Mr Oordon, the domb geatknun." 
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I «m of «|itft{oft I Atll HOC be io Itraititdd fofftia* 
tiriali lifter thiM, the KlAg being now coine hom^ 
iad the PaiiiailieBt being to nwet to-monow, and 
■bell therelbre endeAvour to write you more regu« 
ktly tat the tine to eone. At ^present I shall enter- 
tufai yott with tome diverting atories df my Lord 
Bosebeiry^ tvho is now making his appearance be* 
§ait the Lords of Josticiary* fcnr de&reing a Messen* 
ger when sent to poynd his Lordship^s house. He 
had a great many of his tennants ready to attack the 
Messengers when driving away his cattle, which 
they retook, and abused the officers prodigiously. 
When first summon'd to appear, he refused, and was 
declared fugitive. 'Tis reported that he said he scorn* 
ed to appear before such a parcel of puny fellowsi 
and therefore appealed to his brother Peers. When 
Hay was in this place, the same worthy Peer went 
on a Sunday's night, about ten of the clock, to pay 
him ai visit at Duddiston. Hay, upon notice of this, 
retired into a closet, ordering the servants to deny 
him« Roseberry said he would nevertheless loilgo 
there thiit night. The servant said he could not en« 
tertain him* However, he fcnrced his way into the 
dining-room, and called for some liquor and some 
meat, after which he retired into the Dutches of 
Argyle's chamberlain's houaew He stayed that night 
with til his retinae, and wM monung left a shilling 
of drink money. 
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He paid anoUitr Tint to my Lady Manmy^ frond 
fault with her wine of all fortf, calling it ugly 
•tuff^ told her she was extremely ugly, tho' reputed 
a heauty, ask'd her for her niece, made her the 
same compliment, asking moreover if this was she 
who hore a child to a footman, (which was a viU 
lainous story raised hy a fellow put disgracefully 
out of the Earl of Murray's service,) whereupon his 
Lordship was hurried out of the house* 

Pleafie pardon my adding one story more of him : 
He hought up lately a good nnmher of geese, which 
he put into one enclosure, and gathered together a 
good many of his tenants, whom he is training up 
for the wars, made them form themselves into the 
hollow square, and fire in platoons upon the poultry, 
which they were to suppose the enemy, and had six* 
pence for every one they killed. So much for his 
Lordship. 

There have heen several auctions this winter. 
There is at present a pretty curious collection ex* 
posing to sale belonging to one Randy, who bought 
a good many of them in Holland at Cardinal Da 
Bois* auction. Randy tells me that the King of 
Portugal, who is makingiip a curious library, bought 
Rymer^s Federa Anglic at 1 1 90 guilders ; a Dutch- 
man hought there a copy of some criticks on the 
Bible at 300 guilders, to prevent its filling into the 



*N 



4S 

King of P^rtugal'i hand, wluehRattdylell me aught 
have been bought for 90. 

Some days ago, Mr Forbes of Pittencrief was 
married to the daughter of Mr James Grahame: 
as was this morning Mr Lochart, Camwath's eldest 
son, to the heiress of Cliftonhall. 

I wrote you formerly that Dundonald had gained 
1500 pound yearly of that plea. Hamilton has 
gained the remaining part, whereupon each of them 
has appealed to Parliament* 

My nephew, and all friends, have their kindest 
respect to you and your family ; as also. 

Reverend Sir, 
Your affectionate cousin, 

and most humble servant* 
January I9. 17S6. 

P. S. I had almost forgot to tell you, that the In< 
surance Office at London is pursuing a son of Auch« 
inblean's before the Exchequer, for a very villainous 
action, if it shall be gott proven, as 'tis thought it 
will. Some time agoe he insured a ship with a 
very large cargoe, as he said. He put out when on 
the coast of Holland in boats every thing that was 
valuable, and afterwards sunk the ship. Having 

* No rignature | but firom index, it appean to have been bf 
JifrJ. Stewart 
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diqKMed of hii goois, he came e^er to Lonaim, hbA 
gott his insurance money. 

XXI. TH£ SAME TO THE SAME. 

Notwithstanding of the general complaint of 
scarcity of money, there were never so many diver« 
sions in one winter. In this place there is scarce 
one night passes without either medley, consort, or 
assembly : and these entertainments generally con* 
dude with some private marriage, of which we 
have a vast number. I shall only mention a few 
that last happened : Such as Sir Edward Gibson, and 
Mrs Maitland, a cousin of the Earl Lauderdale's: 
Mc Dowel and a daughter of Dr Stirling's; a son of 
Baily Hay's with Regent Scot's daughter ; and my 
Lord Bruce is to be married regularly to Mrs Ro- 
bertson, who has above £3000 this very night 
February 12. 1726. 

XXIL THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

There is little going here but what you have in 
the prints, excepting private marriages and diver- 
sions : Mathew Crawfurd's daughter's marriage with 
Mr Dalrymple, Sir John's son, is at length dis- 
cover'd ; 'tis talk'd they were married the end of 
the last year. Sir John seems pretty much diso* 
Uiged that his son should not have ask'd his con- 



neni, though its thooght he will «xm gett.over all 
difficulties* Duke of Hamilton went for Londoa 
two days agoe> whither Dundonald is to follow be-i 
ginning of next week, each of them to pursue their 
appeals. In the mean time, 'tis talk'd they havo 
made an agreement between themselves, and want 
only the Parliament to ratify their deed, that neither 
of their heirs may have reason to complain of any 
injustice done them. There is also another appeal 
made by the Laird of Dirleton, his sisters of a se« 
cond marriage having pursued before the Lords for 
their share of Dirleton's executory, which amounts 
to 8000 sterling, which they gain'd here. Upon this 
account there is an appeal. £. of Roseberry has 
been for a considerable time in prison, where its be- 
lieved he will spend the remainder of his days, in 
company with his good friend BumbanL 
Ffihruary^Q. 1726. 

XXIIl. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

I HAD almost forgot to tell you that our private 
marriages here are very frequent still ; a niece of 
Mr Moubray's the wright, was carried off by a 
Highlandman from ane aunt's house in Fife, being 
betrayed by her gouvemante upon promise of a 1,000 
merks by the gentleman, the young lady not being 
above 12 years of age. Upon notice of this, Mr 
Moubray was very active, and luckily catched them 
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near to Queensfeny, as they were oomiiig^ ta town 
ID ooackf in order to lie nurried. The gouTemante 
18 committed to priaon, as is also the gentleman. 
The girl had £3000 sterling portion. There is also 
lately discovered a private marriage betwixt one 
Doctor Martin and Mrs Mill(er) ?* widow in Lawa 
Mercat. 

April 21. 172& 

XXIV. JOHN BOYDf TO THE REVEBEND 

It WODROW. 

A oa,uoe;r in Linlithgow called Buchanan^ nephew 
to Mr Buchanan, ministerj some time at Dumferm- 
line, made ane elopement with a young lady off this 
place, that was staying with a friend of her^s near 
Bo-ness, upon Munday last ; the hue and cry of her 
friends was after them. She was a prixe of £S00O 
sterling. She was rescued upon Wednesday last neer 
Lochlomond^ and he carried to Stirling, and laid in 
irons there, and was expected here;^ this night. It 
was altogether surprising to the young lady being 
forced away with him, but hear he did her no ham 
otherwise. 

ISihJune, 17S6. 

* Tom in MS. 

f Then is no figaatnis to tfas loCler, and It is ifatM muHuA 
In the index* 
{Edinboigli. 
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XXV. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

June ZSdj 1726. 
Reverend Sir, 

I HAD nothing to write you last post. The Lords 

of Justiciary had a petition before them yesterday 

from Stewart of Stuartfield, representing that be« 

twixt the 8th and pth instant, Sir Gilbert Elioft 

gave Colonel Stewart,* his father, a mortal wound, 

of which he died in twenty*four hours, when he was 

sitting in a chair upon the other side of the table, 

and his sword by his side ; craves warrant to appre« 

bend the said Sir Gilbert, which was granted yester« 

day ; and this day the Lords sat upon Pinkerton the 

gipsie and his gang, who committed the abuses at 

Kilberny and Kingswells, from 10 of the clock to 

near 8 at night. I heard many witnesses examined, 

who all concur proving the precise points of the 

libel ; and to-morrow morning the jury are ordered 

to give in their verdict, and its not doubted but the 

two men and the woman will die. The other woman 

being very young, her libel is restricted to arbitrary 

punishment. 

* The cuiae of this Is said to have been ** Mine high words** 
that had posted ; the Colonel haviag opposed Sir OUbeit's dee* 
tbn «'in Teviotdale." Letter J. Boyd to Wodiow, 13tb Aug. 
172& 
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XXVI. ME W. STEUART TO THE EEVCREKD 

ROBERT WODROW. 

It is talked also* that Lord Somerreil^ who has now 
sold his estate of Drum to Mr Somerveel the writes^ 
will take Goodtrees* from Sir James Stewart, he 
having onlj a wadset upon it. Some time ago tha 
Muircock married his daughter, as he says, upon a 
son of the late DirIeton*s, and has got two witnesses 
to depone they were present at the marriage* Me 
Nisbet's friends are endeavouring to get it reduced, 
believing the whole to be a trick, because he abso- 
lutely denies it ; and it is now a process in depen* 
dance before (the) commissarys* In the mean time* 
Mr Mure is summoned to appear before the Presby* 
tery to answer for what he owns he has done. 

Jiibf 14. 17^6. 

XXVII. JOHN BOYD TO REVEREND 
ROBERT WODROVIT. 

There were three soldiers' ladies in a coach in Eog«. 
land : the coachman was ordered to halt, and one of 
the ladies was brought to bed of a child, who instant* 
ly dyed ; and, ere the ooach could drive home, the 
mother also died. 

m Aug. 1726. 

* Pronounced, Outtem. 
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XXVIII. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Doctor Melvil died here the other day, has left 
his estate, consisting of £4000 sterling, to one who 
for twenty years had been his housekeeper, but for 
some years by past carried as his wife. Dr Dick* 
sone* has long languished, is not yet dead, but just 
a- dying. 

^Sd Oct. 1726. 

XXIX. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

HoNEYMAN of Gramsay stood his trial before the 
Lords of Justiciary, for art and part in the murder 
of Captain Moody, in Kirkwall of Orkney, and for 
not doing liis duty as Stewart-depute ; but was this 
afternoon acquit t by a jury. 
Dec.^S. 1726. past 8 atnighi. 

XXX. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

That very infiimous woman Mrs Macleod, is this 
day remitted by the Lords of Session to the Lords of 
Justiciary, for art and part in forging a bill upon the 
Duchess of Gordon, which was discovered some 
months agoe. She was a very lewd woman, in 

* ^ Br Diekione was buried th» momiagt 29th Oct 1726." 

B 
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keeping disorderly bouses at £dinlmi]gb, Cowgate^ 
and Leith, and it is now concluded sbe will die for 
Ibis erime.* 
Blh Dee. 172& 

XXXI. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

The President's son sat in tbe Outer-bouse jester* 
day as Lord Drummore ; bis fatber was to be in town 
yestemigbt or to-morrow. A report is in town of ane 
express wbicb came bere yesterday morning witb a 
remission to Sir Gilbert Elliot ; but none of tbis 
day's news bear it. 
^5lh Dec. 1726. 

XXXII. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

I HAVE notbing to write you by tbis post but wbat 
you will observe in your papers, except tbat yester- 
day one Andrew Curry» a bookbinder in tbis place, 
is taken and put in prisone, for counterfeiting tbe 
twenty-sbilling notes. Some blank notes, witb tbe 
Bank of Scotland upon tbem, it's said, were ibund 
in bis bouse ; some say also be bas discovered bis ac- 
complices. Among wbom, it*s said, one Leitb, a 

* '* Mrs Macleod got her sentence yesterday to die on Uie 
M o( March," Ifith Feb. 1727* 
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Popish. priest, is one; but it seems, till, others be 
taken up, this story is &s yet kept secret, for none of 
our Scots papers this night mention it. However, 
it is sure this Curry is laid up for that crime. 
Edin. &7ih Dec. 1726. 

XXXIII. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Seyerals are taken up in Wade's Ilegiment for al« 
ledgcd dissaffection. The late Earl Marshal is said 
to head the design for the Pretender. A process is 
carried on in France by a gentleman who went to 
church with his bride to be married, attended by tho 
friends of both sides, and when his consent was re« 
quired, he Said " No;'* upon which a consultation 
was of both friends, ivhen, to save the ladie's honour, 
he was to Say ** Yes," and she " No," and so the cere« 
mony was begun; but the lady was pleased to say ''Yes/' 
and the priest pronounced the marriage blessing. 
Jan. 5. 1727* 

XXXIV. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

A STORY was talked yesterday in the street, that 
Middletoun's regifticnt was lout ftt left i but this di}^» 
news brings nothing of it* 
Jan. 154 17S7« 
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XXXV. TH£ SAME TO THE SAME. 

The Sacrament being here upon Sabbath last, and 
our post not coming in till Sabbath morning, you 
will excuse my not writing you that day. I could 
have sent you last post the enclosed pamphlet, the 
Occasional Writer, but thought you might be in 
town at the Commission. I send you the Speech of 
Mrs M'Leod, whom I saw execute here yesterday. 
I have had occasion to see several die a violent 
death ; but never saw so much natural courage in 
any. She loads Hendersone much, whose character 
is not fair ; and, by what I can hear by those that 
had occasion to be by her in the Council-house, be* 
fore she went to the place of execution, and even 
"there, to the very last, she denied the crime ; and, 
even upon the very ladder, never changed colour^ 
which was very surprising to all present. 
gih March 1727. 

XXXVI. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

vBy this post our news are very barren. A melas« 
choly accident happened, Thursday night last, at 
Leith. The stage-coach stables burnt down ; a 
coachman and sixteen horses perished in the flames; 
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near one hundred bolla beans and pease^ beside oat^ 
and all the hay^ destroyed* The night was perfectly 
calm. If there had been the least gale of wind, the 
Timber-bushf which is hard by, had gone with it, and 
consequently all the houses upon the shear, and ship- 
ping, for the water was out ; in all which the good« 
ness of God was much to be observed. However, it 
is thought that undertaking of the stage-coach will 
blow up by it. 
29th Juljf, 1727. 

XXXVIL THE SAM£ TO THE SAME. 

The Jacobites seem very uppish that moe Tories 
will be chosen for this countrey than these many 
years bygone. Keir the baxter, it's thought by some, 
will carry the election of this place againai John 
Campbell. 

Edin. Ulh Aug. (17270 

XXXVIII. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

I JUST now hear that Mr Cockbum is re-elected 
against Mr Hamiltone, ane uncle of Belhaven. Keir, 
the baxter, will carry that of this city. We hear 
that Schawfield was like to be attacked by a mobb at 
Renfrew, and that he was obliged to go out -at a 
window. Mr Faa of Dumbai^ was setting op £» 
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JHWidiogUm^ mA thai district of towns, agunst Sir 
Jiime« Dalrymple, and each of them bad two towni^ 
HO that Lauder was the town eourted. Mr Faa 
went thither; thej told him that Sir James had o& 
fered them £500^ hut their price was £800, which, 
if he pleased to give, they were at his service ; hut 
he told them he would give no money that way ; 
and so went and complimented them with the town 
of Dumbar, so that poor Lauder getts nothings 
Ld. Erskine, Murray of Philiphaugh, and the wor* 
thy Colonel Chartera, sett up for Linlithgow and 
that district. 
29/A Aug. 1727. 

^CKXIX, THE SAME TO THE SAM£. 

Colonel Charters has offered £lOOO sterling to 
Selkirk which has two votes, and 10^000 merks to 
Linlithgow, which last is refused, and they are to 
accept of Lord Erskine; as I hear his Lordship sent 
to that church five guineas, tho' he came not him« 
self notwithstanding his Geneve education. 
8 J September^, 1727. 

XL. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Thirb has heea a great stmgle here by the trades, 
for one Keir a haxteiv a man every way said to he 
mS(iff$jL fm their jwpi ei ei itativ^ and great pmns 
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hsA been ased to gett tba deacona htdke, and iqom 
merchant counceloun that engaged for him by a 
great man Earl (Ilaj,) (as is said) who is said to hare 
this expression^ that he would cram John Campbell* 
down the deacons' throats ; but their wives were for 
having him first minched, lest their husbands should 
be worried. Frequent councils have been held, and 
just now I hear that some of the merchant counce- 
lours that were the great sticklers for Keir are 
broke and gone into Campbell ; so that that affair 
it seems is ended, which has occasioned some diver* 
aioo in this place. 

9ih September, 1727* 

XLI. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

About eight miles from Cambridge, people had ga- 
thered into a barn to see a puppet-show ; that the 
master of the show had nail'd the door to prevent 
moe people coming in ; that some people were so 
curious as to look thro' a wall of another house 
which was full of straw, which in one instant 
kindled^ filled the house full of smoak, so that thef 
fell upon one another and could not see the door, 
so that neer 100 have lost their lives. I just now 

• <« Provost Campbell has canied by one vote bis dectioa 

^ I2th Sl^ 1727 
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hear, but shall not say mj authority good, that Keir 
is this night brought in prisoner to the Castle of 
Edinburgh, and that Provost Smollet is likewise 
brought pri«)ner by order of the Duke of Montrose 
as High-sheriff of Dumbarton.* John Keir the 
baxter designs, I hear, to lodge a petition against 
Provost Campbell. 
I6ih Sep. 1727. 

XLII. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

We have been amused for some days past with some 

comedians that have come here to act this winter 

session ; it seems they did not apply with so much 

civility to the magistrats, as was expected, upon which 

they allowed them not to act ; then they complained to 

the lords, who, upon a division, six to five, thought the 

magistrats could not hinder them. Accordingly they 

took a house, and having a great concourse of people 

the first night, against the second meeting, a lady 

who lives below, complained to the magistrats that 

the jeists were shaken with the great press of people, 

her furniture spoiled, and she in hazard of her life, 

which the magistrats examined upon her oath ; upon 

which, when all were orderly conveen'd, they are 

ordered to remove ; which being done, and the come- 

dians giving in complaint of this to the lords this 

* It was true as Co the capCare of Keir, but not as to Smollet 



57 



day, tbe lords found the magistrats right in this, and 
discharged acting in that place. Our ministers have 
been very free in the pulpit upon this affair, and the 
presbytery last meeting gave this admonition, which 
our hawkers calling in the streets^ I send you in* 
closed, and am, &c. 
Slh Dec. 1727. 

XLHI. LORD GllANGE TO THE REV. R. 

WODROVr. 

Reverend Sir,* 
Dr Mead now the physician, and in top vogue here, 
but in religious matters of a very different character 
from his father Mr Mathew Mead, has lately printed 
a very few copys in quarto of two books of the late 
Dr Burnet, Master of the Charter House, (as here 
they pronounce the Chartreux) one de Statu Mor- 
, iuorum et Resurgentium, the other de Fide et Mo' 
ribus (or Obedieniia, I have forgot which) ChrUm 
iianontm, both of them in the odd strain and spirit 
of his ArchceiologicB Philosophicce, &c. ; about forty 
copys of each were only printed and given in pre- 
sents by the Doctor, and from one he presented 
them to, I saw them. But a small edition of them ib 
made in Holland and sent over, which has provok'd 
Burnet's executors to advertise in the newspapers 

* The fint part of the letter has been omitted as uninteresting. 
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that ft new edition (of this whimsical stuff) is to be 
published hy them. Mr Collins has in the press his 
Treatise of Miracles, which he mentions at the end of 
his Scheme of Literal Prophecys. Mr Baillj says he 
has not Mr Kirkton*8 papers ; that he believes they 
were in the hands of his son, whom I think they 
called George, whose daughter is marryed to Mr 
Baillie of Mountain, and who has them as Mr Baillie 
(Jerviswood) supposes, I have seen Mr Johnston 
twice, once with msny company and the other time 
in great haste, so that I could not speak to him par« 
ticularly enough of his father's or Redpath's papers. 
But I believe I am in a few days to be with him at 
his house in the country. Redpath, as I'm inform- 
ed, joined before hfs death with the Arians and 
non-subscribers, and slyghted those who had sup- 
ported him in distress. Besides his concern in the 
Harbourg Lottery, which sunk his reputation, they 
say he marry'd two wives.* His memory is not 
savoury here, I'm sorry he was so vile : for he once 
did good service. 

I am very faithfully. 
Reverend Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 
James Erskine. 
London, 4lk May, 1 727- 

* No great hann in that^ unless, like John Pinkerton, he 
insrried the second whilst the first was aHvCi 
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XUV. MR JOHN BOYD TO THE REV, 

R. WODROW. 

Heyerend Sir^ 
I HAD yours, and spoke to Mr Marline, as you de- 
sired, who promised to look out for some pamphlets 
to you, which, when they come to my hands, shall 
be carefully remitted you. We have here very lit- 
tle news ; ane officer in the Dutch Guards, son to 
Mr Walter Stewart, Jate Solicitor, was ill-wounded 
by ane officer in the Canygate : the officer, when in 
custody of the constable$< was rescued by the guard 
there> who carried him off; but at Mussleburgh, the 
people there apprehended him, and made him and 
twenty-two granadiers prisoners, who were all 
brought to prisone here* I spoke late yesternight 
to a brother of Mr Stewart's, who tells me they have 
some hopes of his recovery. 

There is nothing in the written letter* at all, but 
that cause betwixt the South Sea Company and Sii; 
John Blunt, and Mr Ward being determined against 
the latter in ^^50,000, and annual rents since 1721# 
and costs of suit, which will amount to JE£0,000 
mQ^« I am, &c* 

Edinburgh, llth Feb. 1728. 

* It VM Uflual fof peiwBf In tiie eountry, in those days, to 
]^ve « oumtpcfidtnt in London, who reguiarly transmitted once 
Of tiHM a v«e|t such neire^ j^dpefijr of * private nature, af 
veze not in the public jomnals. 
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Colonel Robinflone has carried Chamberlain of the 
city (of) London by the hands, but a scrutiny is de« 
manded. 

XLV. EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS THE 
SAME TO THE SAME. 

1. 

25/A Feb, 1728. 
It is talked that Sir John Anstruther had a letter 
from Admiral Hosier not long before his death, tel- 
ling him he was a Scotsman, bom in Fife ; had 
changed his name from Horsburgh, to enquire for 
his next relation in the countrey, which he did, and 
found a herd boy, put him in good order, has carried 
hi6i up in coach with him, to whom is destined, some 
call it IS, some 8, others more, as £20.000 sterlinir.^ 
I am, &c. 

* The ensuing eztnct from the Caledonian Mereary for 1728, 
(August 22.) shews that the heir got no benefit by the Admiral** 
demise. *^ Since the death of Admiral Hosier in the West In- 
dies, it has been matter of great inquiry to know who should 
enjoy his estate, he dying exceeding rich. Some took him for a 
batchelor, others for a married man, and the latter of which has 
been efTectually proved in a trial last Thursday at the assize at 
Maidstone, between his widow and a distant relation ; the former 
making her marriage to the deceast appear byauthentick wit- 
nesses, and a certificate at Bride Church, about eighteen yean 
•go, and a daughter she had to the said Admiral, whowaslat^ 
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2. 
i HATE nothing to write, only that our old. bank 
Btop*d payment yesterday morning. This is like to 
make a noise, and no doubt will be prejudice to 
many that cannot lye out of their money till they 
open again, which is thought will be shortly ; but 
no doubt it will be prejudicial to them again. The 
contests betwixt the two banks has occasioned this, 
and the new having all the public money given into 
them, has at present worsted them, and run them 
out of their cash. You will mind to speak to Mr 
Park if at the Synod, but let it be as from your- 
selfe. I am, &c. 

Edin. 2Slh March, 1728. 

S. 

The written letter bears nothing new, save that 
the printers of a blasphemous book against the mi« 
racles of our Saviour are taken up by warrant of 
Lord Tounsend. That the Duke of Norfolk had 

ly married to a staymaker : the jury gave their verdict in her fk- 
Vour, who has the reputation of a gentlewoman of good sense, 
but who, for several years past, lived in Fox and Knot Court, in 
Cow-lane ; a very obscure place for the wife of a V ice- AdmiraL 
She was this morning serenaded by drums and trumpets, and 
the ring of ten bells of St Sepulchre's, the parish where she lives, 
and may now suit and choose her situation, having, *tis raid, 
£18,000 per annum.** 
This •tatement, m to fbrtnne, nnst be a 
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kist tbe King's hand, and that a report ran of bw 
turning Protestant. I hear the Baron Ochiltree 
died lately. I am, &c 
Maif 25. 

4. 

This morning earlj, one Alexander Rule coming 
from Linlithgow where he lives, about three in the 
morning, with money to pay here, was attacked by 
one and robbed of upwards of £200 sterling, and 
lef^ Without his horse, almost killed, when one found 
him in that condition going west. He can have no 
guess who did it. He had on him' soldier's clothes. 
Severals are in custody in Linlithgow upon suspi- 
cion. I am, &c. 
eth July: 

Alberoni's going for Spain is doubted, and alledged 
to be owing to stockjobbers. 

5. 

James Grahame of Kilmanan, having a plea before 
the Lords against the Duke of Montrose, for whom 
Robert Dundas late advocate had some injurious 
expressions in his pleading some years agoe against 
Mr Grahame, which you would no doubt hear off; 
his brother Richard being with Mr Dundas, Thurs« 
day night had some expressions with him, which Mr 
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Dundas took as a challenge, gott that night warrant 
from (the) Justice Clerk to secure hoth hretheren, who 
were accordingly imprisoned in the Tolbuith here. 
Yesterday morning, application being made to the 
Lords of Justiciary, they ordered them out on bail ; 
but Mr Dundas caVd a Faculty of Advocates, who 
complained to the Lords, who ordered them to lye 
till further orders, and to answer the complaint of 
the Faculty, which they did this day, and both parties 
being heard, the Lords ordered them to lye till 
Tuesday, that they be then examined ; however, this 
Kilmannan has this day won his plea against his 
Grace, being 6000 merks and twenty-two years an- 
nual-rent 

The new bank, in their former libel against the 
old, had borrowed another name, and according raised 
a new libel and threw ofi' the mask ; notwithstand- 
ing which, the Lords this week refuses inhibition 
and arrestment against the old bank. 
13ih July. 

6. 
This night's written letters bear, that the 14 years 
truce proposed by Cardinal Henry is much talked oE 
That the Emperor and States-General have gone into 
it, that in a few days they expect the King of Spain's 
answer, that they were mostly returned to Soissons to 
renew the congress. Lord John Ker is dead Sabbath 
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last, and Colonel Cathcart has gott his regiment A 
most barbarous murther was committed here Tliursday 
night last, between 8 and 9 at night, upon the body 
of a boy called Cairns, apprentice to Patrick Lind- 
say,* present Dean of Gild, at his shop in the Parlia- 
ment Closs ; the bait was the Dean of Gild's boX| 
which, it seems, was kept in his back shop ; he was 
murdered with a hammer upon the head, which was 

* Patrick Lindsay, Esq. afterwards Lord Provost and M. P. 
for the dty. He was the author of ^' The Intere&t of Scotland 
Considered/* 8vo. Lond. 1736. This gentleman, although a 
tradesman, was of ancient and honourable descent, and the heir- 
male of the Lindsays of the Byres. His apprentice, too, was the 
son of an opulent proprietor. How a son of the smallest Bonnet 
Laird at the present time, whilst the march of intellect is making 
•uch rapid strides, would turn up his nose at the idea of being the 
apprentice of a respectable shopkeeper ! Now-a-days, every sprig 
of gentility despises trade, and if he cannot strut about in a red coat, 
must be bred to a profession, the duties of which, his dissipated 
habits, his aristocracy, and his gross ignorance of every thing \ue» 
ful, render him peculiarly unfit for. So far does this silly pride 
extend, that even the descendants of many of the decent burgesset, 
of the last century, who had invested their earnings in the pur* 
^hase of land, now turn up their noses, and snuff the air, as if 
they had pji unblemished pedigree of many centuries, and afiect 
to despise those who exercise the precise same calling their own 
predecessors did but some two or three generations back. Mr 
Lindsay was an upholsterer, but this did not in any way spoil 
bis maniage, j|s he took to wife, in May 1741, Lady Catherine 
Lindsay, aunt to the Earl of Crawford, and sister to the Earl of 
Wigtoun. 



pitifull sbattered,— the youth is much regretted by 
bM that knew him, — his father had ane elder sou 
dead only 6 weeks agoe, and this was his only son, 
and has an estate of upwards 3000 a year neer Cou» 
par of Fife. There are, they say, taken up of idle 
persons ahout $5 persons, hut the murderers cannot 
yet he discovered ; the boy was found hreathing, but 
quite speechless. I have no &rther to add. 
17th August, 172 s. 

8. 

The search in this place, for those concerned in the 
horrid murder of the youth, has discovered a vast 
number of idle vagrant persons, said to be most all 
Irish, who are laid up here ; so that there is a great 
many of them in the guard tolbuith, and thirteen of 
them yesterday put into the thieves' hole. I hear a 
remission is expected from Court to any of the accom« 
plices of this murtber, excepting, no doubt, the ac« 
tor, to discover the murderer; and yesternight, I 
hear, a letter should be dropt, offering to discover 
upon remissioD and a premium.* I am, &c. 
2bth Aug, 

* This barbaroas murder does not appear to have been de- 
tected. Tlie following notice, relative to the stolen box, is in the 
Caledonian Mercury for Oct. 7. 1728: — " We hear that last 
week the Dean of Guild^s box, which was carried oif when Mr 
Cairni was lately muxdered^ was found in the fields, but gut- 
led," 
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9. 
A MELANCHOLY accident bappened here Friday 
night or yesterday roorniDg^ for Kenneth Macken** 
sie« brother to Lord Roystoun^ and Member of Par* 
liament for the shire of Cromarty, fell backwards in 
the Stair in Writers' Court, where he lodged, and 
died. He had been in company with Earl Sea&rth 
and Sir James Sinclair of Dunbeith. 
15tk Sept. 

10. 

Yesterday came to this town some cart loads of 
money, that has been dived for in that ship lost 
about the Lewis, of ane Dutch East Indiaman. It 
is said there will be more as £ 16,000 sterling of it ; 
that they expect much more ; that it belongs to the 
Admiral, Mr M'Kenzie, Principal Clerk of Session, 
and Alexander Tait,* merchant here, which two 
have been at all the charges. I heard a story yester^ 

* In another letter (24th Oct.) the writer says, ** One Alex* 
ander Tait, a considerable merchant here, is said to be given 
way r* probably the same person. This successful diving pro- 
duced a law-suit nt the instance of the Dutch East India Com- 
pany and Mr M^Kenzie, (younger of Delvin,) who, although 
allowed to retain 20,000 crowns and some doubloons, was 
ordered (Dec. 5.) to depont the rest in a box, subject to the fii- 
Inre orders of Court. 
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nigbt> but Bhall not aTouch it, that Earl Eglinton 
should be dead,^ 
ZOtk October. 

11. 

From tbe north we have account of the death of 
Duke Gordon^ which is thought to be the greatest 
stroak the Popish interest has mett with for many 
years. I hear his eldest son is not above eight years 
of age. His mother has, they say, shown herselfe 
always Protestant, notwithstanding discouragements 
and attempts to pervert her. 
28lk Nov. 

12. 

A MELANCHOLY accidcut happcu'd here last weeK 
A son of Hamilton of Overton, studying physic here« 
had been bitt with a mad dog, which he had not 
noticed till the melancholy effects of it was seen of 
his being very mad, and five or six hours after died. 
He was buried here yesterday afternoon. 
I2lh January 172d. 

* 'His LDidship did not long survive this report ; the following 
lingular notice rdative to his funeral occurs in the Caledonian 
Mercury, March 31, 1729 :— " We hear, that at the funeral 
of the late Bight Honourable £arl of Eglinton, there wero 
betwixt 900 and 1000 beggars assembled, many of whom cams 
over from Ireland, who had £50of that Nobl6L(»d*«efaaritj 
distribute to tfaem.^ ' 



XLV. LORD GRANGE TO THE RETEREND 
ROBERT WODROW 

• 

London^ 2i Nm>. 1728* 

Reverend Sir, 

Tb could but reckon me a very bad correspondent 

after so long silence ; but truly to this moment I'm in 

suspense what to write. I took all the care to find 

out Mr Redpath's papers. My Lord Grange told 

me Mr Johnson had promised them to him ; but be 

must have his own time of doing. Can hear no* 

thing of Mr Hume's papers, but that they are likely 

with Mr Redpath's. Your own books go but slowly 

off. Mr Miller offered me a set of 'em bound for 

two guineas ; they are of those Mr M*Euen carried 

to London. I waited several times on Dr Eraser; 

he says he will do all he can to promote their sale,— 

am to take books for some copies of 'em as high as 

I can sell them. Bookselling is but a dull trade here 

at present. As to public matters, there is so great 

uncertainty in every thing, nobody can venture to 

affirm any thing. Two weeks agoe there was a 

great noise that Lord Wilmington, Dorset, and 

Scarsburgh, were to be turned out, with some others, 

for reading, in company, a foolish song, which be« 

gins : 

*' Since England wm England there never was teen 
So ftniting a King, and ao pnteing a QaatDy'* &g» 



Bot that is dl riglit i&ow. Some said Carteret was 
to be a Secretary of State ; but I can affirm nothiog. 
Many complain of all the effects of war in a profound 
peace ; and give this reason, that the Emperor being 
in close league with Spain, if England should make re« 
prisals on Spain, the Emperor would fall on our K — g's 
dominions abroad. They say the King of Prussia is 
staunch on the Protestant interest. As to Professor 
Simson's affair, people speak as they affect ; generally, 
dhurch tyranny is cry'd out on. Such as are of an« 
other mind speak not openly. I fear days of visita- 
tion are hastning ; happy they that know their way 
to the city of refuge. Pray, dear sir, don't accuse 
me either of ingratitude or carelesness, in the com« 
maad or concerns. I'm so much in hurry, and so 
uncertain of every thing, that I know not what 
to say. My duty to Mrs Wodrow and children. 

XLVI. LORD POLWABTH* TO ALEXANDER 
MUAEAY, ESQ. Of STANHOPE. 

Redbraes Castle, 30th May, 1711. 
Dear Murray, 
. I ROPE you won't doubt my respect to the virgins, 
nor stomache to their virginitys. But my wife 

* Eldest son of the Earl of Mardimont. He martied X^ady 
Jan« Hume, but died before his father vikhout issue. He was 
ande te Sir Aknnder** wifeb 
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hifiag made some wiy &ce0 rfnoe I dune oat, I aa 
obliged to go into town ; I hud resolved ^o have 
been with you to day without the entisement yo« 
give if I had not got a call^-rl hope 1*11 be pu> 
doned .that I now can't ; for your scruple* if you 
lilive to spare, you ougiht not to be so nice* 

I am. 
Dear Murray, 
Your loving undo and humUe servaiHy 

3XVII. ]EARr^ OP HIJWTHGOW TO iu 
MURRAY, ESQ. 

Mt Deaa Sandis, 
I HAD yours just now, and give you « great many 
thanks for the dog ; he's very pretty. I have been 
here these two dayes, and I believe so soon as I 
leave this T shall be in town. Wigtoune and Jamie 
Keith give you their service. If you see March pray 
give him my humble service, and tell him that the 
whelps I had are good for nothing with the frost, 

* This and the following six letters, though anterior in data 
to many of the preceding, have been kept together as relating 
cxdasively to that very eccentric being Sir Alexander Murray, 
Bart, of Stanhope. The tenor of most of them is quite suffi* 
dent tc justify Lady Murray in separating herself from a man 
who, besides being unftithftd to her bed, eontilved to involva 
himidf lad an Ml ftiends in the deqieit imaniiiy diilwsfc 



biit'tliftl 1 have ft bitch h& very fine puppieii 'juit 

tiow» and shall keep one for him. I am« with att 

iincerity. 

Dear Murray, 

Your assured friend and servant, 

LlNLITHOOW.* 

Cummemauld, April 3. 1715* 
The morrow is Wigtoun's birth-daj.f 

XLVIII. MISS VERONICA MURRAY TO A. 

MURRAY, ESQ. 

My Deab Brother, 
I GAVE you the trouble of two or three confused 
lines last occasion, but does not know whether they 
be come to your hand or not. I enclosed them in a 
line to brother Charlie, and I hear he was gone out of 
town, which I was very much surprised at, believ- 
ing he was to stay some longer time for his im« 
provement in writing and arathmetick. I shall hear* 
tily regrate it if he be now losing his time, when it 
is undoubtedly the properest season for him. 

* The last Earl of Linlithgow and Callender. Alas ! in a few 
weeks this unfortunate nobleman was an exile and a beggar ! 

*|- John, sixth Earl of Wigton, who was shortly afterwards, by 
great good luck, apprehended and committed to Edinburgh Cas- 
tle, by which means he escaped taking an active part in th« 
Rebellion ; how greatly is it to be regretted that his ficiend Un- 
Ifthf^w had ndt been taken dp at thi» same tuiw J 
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We bare no newi heer, oiilj % reiy lad msaiatt 
b^)pen'd Friday was 8 da/t. One Capt Franda 
Hamilton, second sone to the Laird of Boggs, in his 
way going from Glasgow to Hamilton, rencounter'd 
with two fellows^ who it seems had heen hunting, 
and with their gunn had shot a hair ; upon which 
the said Captain heing in drink, commanded them 
to give up their gunn ; they having refus'd it, and 
some very hott words passing, the Captain drewe 
bis 1st pistoll and discharged it, and missing he 
drew the second, and it snap'd, and immediately the 
fellow shot the Captain throw the head — bis father 
k Auchinleck's uncle— Sir David's brother. 

My dearest brother, I understand by my Lady 
Beety, that shee had wrot to you anent my coming 
to Edinburgh, she thinking I was recovering but 
slowly, but I bless God I am much better than 
when she went. So if it pleas God, I don't find 
myself worse, I think it is very needless, and I be« 
lieve my Lady is much of my mind now — if you 
please, dearest brother, to desire Mrs Ale^uinder to 
gett me more of that carvie which she sent me at 
first ; I am much troubled with my stomach, and it 
is the best thing I can take for it in the morning; I 
have found the good of it, 

I hope you will forgive this trouble, dear brother, 
but this is but another amongst many which I have 
put you to ; I heartily wish, that I may ever have 
An opportunity to shew my sense of it. I never ex- 
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pMltobectpftble torepaythenu All hear oSmyim 
ther humble serrice^ especially coi. Ye, (cousin Ve* 
ronica ?) 

I must likewise put you to the trouble, to caus 
give Mr Main the goldsmith the ring, being the one 
I gott from my Lady, and last day the stones came 
out, besides the ring is come from the stones, and I 
know it would not be right taken if I would not 
see caus to mend it ; if you know any other whom 
you are acquaint with that can sett it, it is all one* 

My dearest brother, let me know by a line if you 
have 8p(^ to my father anent my money ; the term 
is coming on, when the merchants to whom I am 
indebted will be asking the money, and besides, to 
use the freedom with you, I must have some account 
or other ; for I believe in a little time I won't have 
a stich of linnings they are so old. I am surprised 
my father should think that I can live upon nothing, 
and ther is a roarkett to be hear soon, when I will 
get linning very reasonable, so I hope you will ac- 
quaint him. 

Forgive this long and troublesome line, and be- 
lieve me most kindly. 

My dearest brother. 
Your most obedient and affectionate sister, 

and most obliged humble servant, • 

Veronica Muuray.* 
Auclmhck, March 35. 1717* 

* She married Robert Hunter of Polinood. 



74 



I «dB»r my humUe fefrice to'Mr -mid Mn Afac« 
inder. 

XLIX. DAVID MURRAY, ESQ. TO A. MUR- 

RAY, ESQ. 

Newport, 13ih June, 1724. 

DeAB BROTRKBt 

I RATE daily expected the bappiitess of a letter from 
yon ihif montk ago, to know your resolution as to 
my staying in this country. Necenity now obliges 
me to putt you again to tbis trouble, since I'm re« 
doced to my last tbree guineas, besides wbat I'm in* 
debted in the town to trades' people ; and I beg, 
dear brotber, youll be so kind as to let me knbw 
whether I should draw upon you in London, or if I 
must expect money from Edinbui^h. I remember 
you was so good as to tell me when I Was in Scot* 
land, that I should have half an year's intrest all« 
ways pay*d up advance ; that offer I humbly thank 
you for, as much as if I had us*d it ; but next Lam« 
bass, which Ls not above 'six weeks hence, there is 
S0£ due to me, which money if you*]l be pleas'd to 
let me have, would be a singular obligation. Be- 
sides, dear brother, I have not laid in one coal, nor 
cannot, till I have money, and now is the season, 
and if I leave this country this summer, I would 
save that expense. I shall expect your answer, dear 
farotberi with a deal of impatience; fir noW that 



■iQr^fluiiMgr m ^io Btdoced* 3foa touy easily iinaginff 
how uneasy I am. My wife offers you her most 
kind respects^ and I em^ dear hrother* 
Your most affectionate brother, 

and most obedient servant, 

David Murray.* 

To Alexander iMurray^of Stenhope, Esq, to be left 
At Capt. William Mumy's lodgtags, at Mr Bell's, 
Durham Yard, Strand^ London. 

X. JOHN POATEOUS, ESa TO ALEX. 
MUABAY, ESQ. 

Lond. Nov. S6. 1724. 
Dear Sir, 
I WAS lately sent for by my Lady Fauconberg;. I 
waited on her yesterday, and found her in a terrible 
passion and disorder, on your not writing to her. 
She said she never expected to be used with such 
indignity. She spoke to King George, and to Mr 
Law, of her business. She mentioned you as the 
person she had employed about it, if I remember 
right. They asked what accounts you had transmit- 
ted her about it. She answered, none ; and offered 
at some excuses : but they, (I think she said both,) 

* He leems to have been • very amiable man* By his bro- 
flutes apscahtieBi he tras itdocsd to gseat straiti. 
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were tarprised at h, and eonld not tell how to terre 

her in that case, particularly, Mr Law said, if you 

had given her advice of the steps of her affiiir, he 

could and would have written to Monsieur Le Due, 

hut since she knew nothing how her affairs stood, he 

would not write.* She added many extravagant 

things, which I shall not repeat ; only this I forsee, 

that if things he not well ended, you will he much 

hlamed ; and, indeed, considering her affairs may suf^ 

fer a real loss hy your neglecting to write to her, it is 

surprising to me that you will maintain that humour 

so obstinately, especially in another person's affairs, in 

which you are only entrusted, where the principal is 

certainly to be humoured by their doer. Pardon 

this freedom, I have neither a groat of money nor 

credit more ; so what will come of your Mr D(avid ?) 

and family, and myself, without a speedy return or 

supply, I know not. No more, but always, dear sir, 

yours, &c.t 

A Monsieur 

Monsieur Alex. Murray, 

Chez Monsieur Alexander, 
Banquier A Paris, 
France. 

* This passage is very important, as proving that Law, not- 
withstanding the failure of his schemes, had still great interest in 
France with the Kegent Duke of Orleans. 

f No signature ; but from John PortoMU, Esq. of 61 
who had been involved by MuRay in the lebellion 1715* 
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LI. MISS ANNE WILSON TO 



I TAKE tbe liberty to let jou know, tbat i go for 
Flaoders to morrow at five a clock in the afternone. 
i should be glad of the bononre and pleasure of seing 
you before then, if it is vitb your conveancy ; if not, 
i wish you, dear sr, all hilth and bapeness, and be* 
live me, with the greatest respect, 

Sr, 
Your most humble 

Servant to command, 

Anne Wilson* 
Tusday morning. 

Please, sr, to give my Humble service to Sr EHck 
Sander Morrey, and pray tell him that i begine to 
belive every thing he has sade to be true ; i am sure, 
sr, that you cannot have forgot that he promised 
once a mounth ; well se now howe much worse he is 
even then that, for once in fure munthes sarves his 
tume ; well sure sutch a sparke as mine no woman 
before me never had ; i shall be oblidge to seeke out 
for a nother, for i will not be sarved thuse ; so 

A due, 

Sa Ellick Sander.* 

* Th» strange production teems to have been sent to some 
«M who, k was known,, would shew it to Sir Alexander Mur- 
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LIL COUNTESS OP PAUCONBERG TQ SIR 
A. MURHaY, BART. 

Sir, 
The word honour I hare heard yoa so ofteiii«peat» 
that I am even at this preient of opinion, that yoa 
have honour, and that the difficultys that you wer« 
under susprised you into the intention of the ruin of 
your friend, — it distracts me the thought. 

As I suppose the sense of it will do, on a mind so 
well instruct'd, and delivered by a toung that might 
charm angels into a beliefe, which, sir, pleads the 
excuse of your most injur'd friend and humble ser« 
vant, 

B. Fauconbero* 

When I saw you the last, you promised me money 
when you could spare it ; I entertain many other 
promises in melancholy reflections; but remind you 
onley, that I have a very great suit at law, and have 
had lately an execution on my estats, that I am ia 
great distress for money, brought upon me by those 
who owe theyr lives* and estats to me ; it's impossi* 

ray. The character of the writer is too evident to be mistaken, 
and its contents afFord evidence that Lady Mniray had but too 
good cause to suspect her husband,->if further proof on this head 
be necessary, the Munay papers in the Advocates* Library will 
remove aU doubt. 
" By her Ladyship** means, it would iaem ihtt (Utr AkttaO' 



bkfiif me to dout jour compliance, eicept jmut 
GqH has deprivod you of your memory* 

I am in London, at Mr Brumigem's Apartment in 
Sranfrset House, in the Strand. 

No date, but marked on the back, Aug. 1. 17S9* 
To Sir Alexander Murray^ Bart, of Stanhope, 
At Mr Lowther'8, Union Street, 

Deptford. 

LIII. HONOURABLE JOHN CRAWFUBD'TO THE 
HONGUBABLE MISS PEGGY CRAWFUBD. 

Edinburgh, Feb. 27. 1732. 
Dear Peggie, 

The great leazoure Losset takes in travelling, affords 

me this further opportunitie of writing to you, to ac« 

quaint you of the death of the famous Colonel Charter 

ris, whose character you know, regrated by none but 

the creditors of Merchistone, who are sufferers thereby, 

they having a dependant action to the extent of 

twelve thousand pounds sterling upon the head 

of usury, and their great evidence being his oath, 

tbo' a very uncertane one, death has cut them off; 

be has dyed exceedingly well in an English sense, 

der, who had been «ppiebended as axebel, owed hit lift to hes 
cxertioiif. 

* Sea of the THioraBt of Garaock. 
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bamng left no less than fourteen thousand ponndi 
sterling; yearly, and ordered his settlement as follows: 
Francis Charteris Weems' second son is his heir by 
the title of Amisfield, to whom he gives ten thou* 
sand sterling per annum ; to each of Weems' other 
children, even supposing there were ten, tho' at pres* 
sent they are not so many, five thousand pounds 
sterling each ; to the Earl of Wemyss himself as 
tocher with his daughter, ten thousand pounds; to 
his lady seven hundred pounds sterling per annum, 
who is just a dying with a cancer in her breast ; to his 
daughter twelve hundred pounds sterling yearly, in- 
dependent of his Lordship ; to my Lord Advocate ho 
has given a thousand pounds of legacy, and the liferent 
of his house and yeards of Stonyhill, worth an hun« 
dred pounds yearly ; to Lord Milton one thousand 
pounds ; to Sir Francis Kinloch's daughter five hun« 
dred pounds; to his Grace the Duke of Argiie a pair 
of fine pistols ; to Sir Robert Walpole his stable of 
horses ; Baron Derimple gets free of an hundred 
pounds per annum he payed him, having received tt 
thousand from him sometime agoe for that account, 
as also an thousand pounds more as the longest liver 
of the two, this being pactioned betwixt them, so 
that you see he has made strong friendship with tha^ 
mammon of unrighteousness in one sense. Upon 
deathbed he was exceedingly anxious to know if there 
was any such thing as hell, and said were he as* 
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maaei there was no such place» being easi^ as to 
hetTon, he would give thirty thousand ; so that we 
•ee the vanity of all worldly enjoyments at a dying 
hour. He left eight ordinary managers to his heir^ 
«iid four extraordinary ; the eight have fifly pounds 
ettdi per annum ; the others^ being the Duke of 
Aigile> Isla, Sir Robert Walpole, and another I for* 
gotj nothing, and I believe will not concern them* 
selves. Mr Cumine the minister attended him on 
death-bed ; he asked at his daughter, who is exceed* 
ingly narrow, what he should give him ; she replied, 
** that it was unusual to give any thing on such 
occasions ;" ** well then/' says Charters, " let us have 
another flourish from him," so calling his prayers. 
So you see he has dyed as he lived. There accideni* 
tally happened the night he dyed a prodigious hurry* 
cane, which the vulgar ascribed to his death, and 
other more sharp-sighted folks saw a great deal of 
Men on horseback, I suppose divels, or rather decep* 
tions; he is to be hurried in Haddington church* 
jeaidy and I think should have left something to 
that peroch for the benefite of Christian burial; he 
Ukeways left what I had almost forgot, an hundred 
pounds to the Infirmary; so there is an end of th» 
great Charters. 

By late acconnts, Cardinal de Fleury, first mini* 
ster of France, and much attached ta Brittain, is 
deadj and its^ talked ia to be succeeded by the Duk# 
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da Main, who is of a very different way of thinkings 
and not upon the Spanish interest, but for the gloiy 
of France and war. Since my Jast, Mr Ker» .of 
whom I wrote you, is dead ; what money he has left 
is uncertain, but he has left several legacys. Sir 
Alexander Maxwel's daughter, a young girle, wfao^ 
had she married with consent of friends, had twenty 
thousand merks, and otherways but four, has thought 
fit to bestow herself lately on one Carruthers, a writ* 
ter, to all her friends dissatisfaction. Mn Craiek, 
presuroptiye heires of Dochry, who has been mudi 
visited by the males this winter, is gone to the coan* 
try. My Lady Bute and familie goe for Mount* 
Stewart first week of March, and offered your waom 
ther a seat in her coaeh, but I'm affraid she will not 
be reddy. I shall be in tonne sometime if a oertajii 
afikir goes to mind, which I diall afterwards oani« 
municate, and I hope to your satisfaction; poor 
Hew Fieeming is very bad ; there is a talk of greaft 
changes in one session, yuL that Duncan Forbes it 
to be made President, and the present Presideat to 
retain his salary ; and in like manner, Milnton Jiifl« 
lice Clerk, and Duiidass Advocate. If I wrote thk 
formerly I forgot. Lady Margaret Boyle goes joan 
to the country with much reluctancy. My Imi 
Boyle is to leave the Heaselhead, live with his fa« 
ther Att Kelbum, which I fancy his Lady will no^ 
lalish. All friends here are perfectly well, as if 
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